
 

 
 

 

Meeting held 

At  

Brother’s Football  Club 

9
th

 March 2014 

 

 

 

The first of our Meetings for this year was a congenial renewal of the camaraderie of the WRAAF sense of 

belonging. 

We solved all the problems of this planet, with the consensus of “What Ever”  

Newsletters were passed around for the girls to read. as usual the various states send theirs ,we keep up with the 

happenings of our friends in arms. 

 

There was a trip down memory lane for Nola Popowycz  who remembers some of the first WRAAF here at 

Townsville in 1965, tried to remember names of the contingent,(my sister-in-laws cousin Margaret Budge was 

one of the girls) there were fifteen WRAAF posted into Garbutt, the first WRAAF since the WAAAF were here 

during the war. 

As a matter of interest I was in Townsville wearing my grey Summer uniform in 1955, I had come up for my 

father’s funeral, it was then Margaret at a tender age saw me in uniform’ Margaret joined the Air Force as a 

Trainee Cook but remustered to Telephonist and rose to the rank of Sergeant, also my brother was in hospital 

and I went along to visit him at the Townsville General and I was mistaken for a Nursing Sister because of the 

uniform, as I had only been in the WRAAF a short time panic set in and I had disillusion them very quickly, I 

had not brought any civies as it was on compassionate leave . 

How ever I will list the names  

Tommy Phillips (Witute), Collen Tagget Anne Savage, Cathy Griffiths, Ethel Percival, Ronnie Fellows, 

Dorothy Clark, F/Sgt Amy Fraser, Margaret Budge, Esmae King, Kerry Wright, Joan Witton, Janet Gibson, 

Francis Breckinridge, Irene Gilbert, WRAAF Officer FltOff Spendlove  

 



Also I have had a contact with the daughter of “Starkie” as the WAAAF fondly remember her, we live in hope 

the collection will be receiving some photos that Janet has stored , I pointed out to Janet that “Starkie” was a 

very important part of our history and will keep other Branches up to date with any photos that Janet sends us, 

also Janet has placed the original Film “They Served that Men May Fly” in the Canberra War Memorial, we are 

applying on behalf of the Museum, as the War Memorial has the copyright to this film you would have to apply 

yourself on behalf of your Museum. 

The closer to the original film makes a better outcome to view. 

 

I will be sending out the “Notion of Interest” for the reunion on the gold Coast, which means girls start saving 

your pennies. 

 

The Townsville WRAAF Group have been acquainted with the position of the account held at the bank and the 

future of further changes possible, Re DEPOSITS, The group had a discussion on the future of the account with 

the outcome being that we persevere until it becomes a different kettle of fish. 

The museum has recently been invited to put a Display in both the Thuringowa City Library and this month we 

will be placing a display in the Townsville City Library, as the Thuringowa  display was commented on the 

offer from the Townsville Library and being Anzac Day Month we are hoping for as good a response. 

The Display from the WAAAF-WRAAF aspect is very interesting, get to show some of our stuff. 

 

The Aviation Heritage Museum Western Australia have on the 11
th

 March 2014 opened their Display for 

WAAAF and WRAAF, the Collection over a number of years has been well known to the Women who served 

their time. 

Hopefully Amberly will have the same, with our Fay leading the potential WAAAF and WRAAF display there,  

that will leave Townsville to bring up the rear and gnawing at anyone who gets in the way. 

 

Have you ladies had the experience of being roused from a nice dream, something falling on the floor, well I 

did, my “Cat” Obie decided he wanted to play with his mouse in the house, well here I was Nightie, suburb 

dead quiet, and someone yelling “take your mouse outside” which he immediately ignored , getting under the 

low tables hunting the mouse which decided that he/she/it didn’t play that game, I eventually shepherded it to 

the door with a mop, yelling all the time, saved its life I think, then had to convince “Obie” that the Mouse had 

left the house, had to go back to my book that I had put down earlier before I entered my lovely dream. 

 

Received an E-mail from Jan Elvin and as we are of one mind I’ll include it with this newsletter, as a matter of 

import its Jan’s Wing Commander Blue Grey Uniform that will be on Display at the library, informed Jan that 

her uniform was going on holiday in Townsville. 

, 

I have some information about the Reunion at Rathmines, the Reunion will be held on Saturday and Sunday  

27
th

 28
th

 September 2014. 

The Reunion is to celebrate the 75
th

 year. 

Contact is Mr Alec Howard  President of Friends of Rathmines, PH O249751973 

 

Next meeting 10
th

 May at the Brother’s Football Club 11.30 am 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 



 

I inadvertently rang Joan Jones ( Fox) Stewardess  last Wednesday, it was pelting down like mad and I was 

supposed to go “Home League” a Salvation Army group that I joined after Ron passed over, I was to pick up 

this lady called Joan and of course being a well organized person, I just saw the name Joan and immediately 

called that number, it was lovely talking to Joan but had to admit the circumstances of my ringing her, Joan 

took it in WRAAF tradition, like I’ll never live it down and ladies Joan won’t let me forget.  

The upshot was that I could not contact the other Joan so had to drive round to the house. There was Joan, the 

rain had stopped, told her I could not contact her mentioned number”. I had one number wrong, I said I’ll 

forgive you because you’re British, though I did use the Aussie vernacular. 

 

We had a lovely morning, though they know I’m a cynic. Their ambition is for me to go to church. I told the 

ladies when I started that I’m a doer and action speaks louder than words. I am grateful they accept that. 

I call the bloke upstairs “Hughie”. 

To explain, my sisters and I spent some years in Salvation Army Homes. They were good times and I look back 

and remember being a little girl, who tried to be a good little girl. 

 

On one of the Mornings I enjoyed with the Home League is this passage that was appreciated by all. I thought 

you would like it: 

In the beginning, God covered the earth with an abundance of green, yellow and red vegetables so that man and 

women could live long and healthy lives. 

Using God’s bountiful gifts, Satan created ice cream and said?’ you want hot fudge with that”?  

The man said “Yes”, and the woman said “I’ll have one with sprinkles”  

Lo and behold they both gained 20kg. 

God created the healthful yoghurt that woman might keep the figure that Man found so fair. 

Satan brought forth white flour and sugar from the cane, and combined them. 

Woman went from size 10 to size 16. 

So god said “try my fresh green garden salad”. 

Satan presented crumbled blue cheese dressing with garlic toast on the side. 

Man and Woman unfastened their belts following this repast. 

God then said “I have sent you heart- healthy vegetables and olive oil in which to cook them”. 

Satan brought forth deep-fried squid-rings, butter – dipped lobster chunks and fried chicken so big it needed its 

own platter. 

Man’s Cholesterol went through the roof. 

God brought forth running shoes. 

Satan introduced cable TV with remote control. So Man would not have to toil changing the Channels. 

Man and Woman sat before the flickering light, and started wearing stretchy jogging suits. 

God then gave them lean beef so Man might consume fewer calories and still satisfy his appetite. 

Satan offered “you want fries with that” and the Man replied “Yes, and Super-size them”.  

Man and Woman went into cardiac arrest. God sighed and created quadruple by-pass surgery, 

Satan chuckled and created… the Queensland Public Health System. 

 

Newsletter from NSW  3
rd

 April 2014 

 

Vale 

Rusty Priest  25
th

 September 2013 

Sqn Ldr  Margaret Cass 1928-2013 p.a. 11/10 13. 

Shirley Brown (French) Stewardess 

Olwyn Felton (punter) p.a. 9/11/13 

Barbara Mary Cook (aka Sally)Nutting)p.a. 25/9/13 

Sharon Hewitt (Carmody)Course 173 p.a 1813 

Marion Margarita Squires (Coleman) p.a. 13/11/13/ 

Lest We Forget. 

 

 

 



Sick List 

 

Barbara Marshall, Kay Kirkland( Harrison), Pat Brien, (O’Brien) Shirley Delaney(Weir), una Cooper( 

McCauley), Carol Johnstone (Rudkin), Joan Martin, Laurie Heslehurst ( McPherson) fay Wheatley, 

Margaret Humphreys, Anita Simmons, (barrat) Dany Brown  

Any news of Wendy Canty  please let Margaret Wells know. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


